HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
for the great trilogies of Hinduism of the early cen-
turies A.D., and later by Islam, was that of conquerors,
they were conquerors in a land of agriculture, for
which their peculiar virtues were inappropriate. In
the desert a militaristic, aggressive, pleasure-loving
philosophy is an essential weapon of survival. In an
agricultural plain such a philosophy is disastrous both
to the successful cultivation of the soil and to the moral
fibre of the rulers. In India neither the pure values of
Nomadism, for reasons of incompatibility with its
environment, nor the values of agricultural life,
because the primitive agriculturalists were defeated,
were ever entirely dominant. Degenerate Nomadism,
drunk with the glory of conquest, never seemed
utterly to dissolve. Agriculture, on account of
successive waves of invasion and intet-state rivalry
among rulers (cf. modem balance-of-power politics in
Europe), was always subservient to its domination.
The intellectual reaction to this age-long dilemma of
Dual Power, this unstable "equilibrium" of social and
ideological forces, was asceticism and despair. At the
end of our own period, when capitalism is drawing to
its close, when collectivism, outside Russia, is but
incipient, the reaction to the Dual Power (Fascism or
Cbmmunism, Left or Right) is also of an escapist order,
the hankering for the country cottage. This same
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